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CLA9SIPIBD BY CHARQB FREDERICK B. COOK. REASONS 1.5 (B * 




3. (U) Chavez's rhetorical imagery seems more violent, alien aa 
the now- infamous references that ha would 'use pliers" to 'tighten 
some nuts.' He later brandished a set of pliers during a speech. 
In another incident when a wonan peasant showed bim a hoe, Chaves 

jfflagg«Sed, rh-t 1»- -"-iffi *"?r v irmrfir if trtiir nhnnmnrt Ifci 

'uaeemoer ii, in tauyi van intenfe comical envira 
Chaves's pugnacioaa remarks are not aa easy to brush aside aa they 
were before. 



a its ndaa. As 

roDttefiC, 



4. (u) Although the attendance at bia speeches la clearly down, 
they may be attracting more radical supporters- For example, we 
noticed the prominent display of both Communist party and BTA 
flags in Chavez's December 10 speech in Plaza Caracaa. At least 
in the case of the communists, Chavez singled them out for 
applause. 
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7. (U) Ch»v B » io threatening retaliation a^inet the bueineasee 
and bas ordered MVB deputy and party leader .PranciBco taeliach to 
comply a "black list" at those that participated In the shutdown 
and baa mentioned the need to review government contract*. Some 
MV% hardliner* like Oscar Hun even want Chavez to declare a 
■state of exception. ■ Indeed, a large MVR banner spanning the 
street next co the National Assembly advocates just that. 
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AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

AMBXBAS3Y BRASILIA * \ \ 

AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
US INT HAVANA 

DiaCriliutiaa: 

TBD2CS6 
ACTION IHR-00 

INFO LOO- 00 NP-00 ACQ- 00 IHL-00 OOOS-00 NHA-00 DS-00 

VC'OO TKDK-00 VCB-00 AC-OI NSAS-00 ACB-00 EPAB-00 
DSCC-00 DRL-02 NFAT-00 SAS-00 /003M 

4BB870 142148Z /38 

K 142Q5SZ OBC 01 

FM AMBMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SBC STATE HA8HDC 4293 

INFO CIA MASHDC 

CIA MASHDC 

NSC MASHDC 

USCINCSO MIAMI PL 

AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

AMBMBASSY BRASILIA .4 
AMBMBASSY LA PAZ , 
AMEMBASSY LIMA / 
AMBMBASSY QUITO 
US I NT HAVANA . 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 003669 

INK FOR COZART 

NSC FOR AMBASSADOR HAISTO 

UHC2SC80 FOR POLAD 

B.O. 12959: DBCL: 12/13/12 
TAGS: PRBL, PGOV, VB 
SOBJi WHAT MILL HUGO DO? 
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